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 ISLAND CONNECT is a collaborative program between seven
performing arts organizations, working with residencies located on
(or associated with) European islands of different countries. United
in the project by a common interest in contributing to the creation
and consolidation of performing arts, the network partners of the
international exchange residency program wish to address an
important ambition. The project aims to support the artists and arts
companies in their personal and professional development within
the project’s framework and therefore launches these open calls. 



 
 Island Connect II (2024–2026) is a further evolution of the project,
funded by Creative Europe, and will announce three open calls per
year of the three-year project. All artists wishing to participate will be
asked to critically engage with the themes of insularity, islander
identities, or island socio-political realities in a wider European
context, comparing the similarities and difficulties that emerge from
diverse island regions of the project. Working on something related to
these themes is a vital part of participating in the project. Artists are
not required to have an existing project in development, and new
proposals are equally welcome. Artists are encouraged to interact
with the island area and community. Artists’ work-in-progress
presentations are organized at the end of each residency, and
presentations of finished works of selected artistic companies can be
performed at partners’ festivals. All presentations are followed by an
artist-audience feedback session. The objective is to provide the
artists with a much-needed space for research and free
experimentation, and time for reflecting and posing questions. At the
same time, partners’ artistic directors may provide them with
specialized feedback and dramaturgical advice. This is facilitated
through fully funded residencies for each of the artistic companies. 
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Name Date

Corsica

Tenerife

Ugo Mairotti

21-29
June

Croatia Petra Brnardić

Denmark Lenka Vorechovska

Ireland Elaine McCague

Mallorca Alba F. Manzanero
Francia

Sardinia Chiarmarzia Iole
Giarrusso

Tenerife Gonzalo Teijeiro

 The Pilot Co-creation call was directed toward one
performing arts creator from each of the regions to attend a
joint co-creation residency on the island of Tenerife. It
lasted for one week, from 23rd until 29th of June 2026. The
residency was hosted by LAV - C (Laboratorio Artes Vivas,
Tenerife). There were 27 open call applications, of which 7
were chosen. 



The Island Connect interdisciplinary co-creation
residency in Tenerife brought together artists: Gonzalo
Teijeiro (Tenerife), Elaine McCague (IR), Lenka
Vorechovska (DE), Chiaramarzia Iole Giarrusso (I), Alba
f. Manzanero Francia (Mallorca), Petra Brnardić (HR),
and Ugo Mariotti (F) to explore insularity, identity,
belonging, cultural memory and the relationship between
people, communities and their natural environments.
Hosted by Espacio La Granja and organised by LAV-C,
the residency lasted from 21st to 29th of June. The
residency approached co-creation as a collective
process grounded in co-thinking, co-dreaming and co-
imagining. The participating artists bring complementary
approaches spanning dance, choreography, music,
sound experimentation and participatory performance.
Their individual practices address questions of
autonomy, identity, cultural transmission and the complex
meanings of belonging to an island community. Through
embodied research and choreographic exploration, the
residency investigates relationships between the human
body, nature and cultural environments. Sound and music
provide additional ways to explore island identities,
combining contemporary experimentation with local
heritage, collective memory and traditions of oral
transmission. Participatory methods further open the
process to collective music-making, shared improvisation
and the development of connections between artists and
local communities. These diverse perspectives provide a
starting point for a collective investigation into islandness
as both a geographical condition and a lived experience
shaped by histories, cultural practices, social
relationships and personal narratives. The creative
process was accompanied by a facilitator who supported
mediation, dialogue and group cohesion without
intervening in the artists’ decision-making. The residency
culminated in a public presentation at Espacio La Granja
on 27 June, based on interactive work with the
audiences.





























 SpringLab is a core activity within Island Connect. Its
purpose is to bring together artists and cultural professionals
from islands to exchange practices, explore critical issues,
and stimulate artistic co-creation. 

Third Springlab was held from the 23th to 29th of March
2026 in Bastia, Corsica. The programme combined partner
and artist presentations, individual project discussions and
regular co-creation meetings as preparation for the
residency in Tenerife. 
Alongside these sessions, participants explored Bastia and
Corsican culture through a guided city walk, a contemporary
dance workshop, a comic book festival visit, a film screening
examining Corsica’s representation, and a debate on the
role of artists in the face of war. The programme also
addressed the challenges facing island communities,
particularly the real estate crisis, tourism-driven speculation
and the preservation of local cultural identity. 
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 A communication strategy was established during the kick-off meeting at the end
of 2023. It includes information on the project website and social media
(Facebook and Instagram), where information about open calls, selected artists,
and continuous updates about the project are shared. Each partner informs their
audience via their organization's websites, social media, and newsletters about
each residency. This includes information about selected artists from their
country for each call, announcements of the residency, and the final presentation
event. The project is also promoted via local and international media. An
important part of the dissemination activities is the international promotion of the
project during education, training, and conferences held by or with the
participation of partners.



Number of artists from European island
territories participating in professional and
training opportunities within the scope of the
project:  40
Number of high-quality artistic residencies
implemented across participating Island
Connect territories:  41
Artists participated in Pilot Co-creation: 7 
Residencies as part of Islander focus:  26
Number of new artworks created within the
scope of the project: 6
Number of artwork presentations to island
audiences: 14
Number of new co-creation methodologies: 1 
Number of artists from new island territories:  6
Number of artistic residencies in new island
territories: 8
Number of project presentations to potential
new Island Connect territories: 8
Springlab: 2 
Online partner's meetings: 3 
In-person partner's meetings: 2 



Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture ExecutiveAgency (EACEA).
Neitherthe European Unionnor EACEA can be held responsible for them.
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